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by CIVILIAN SAUCER
INTELLIGENCE

What &bﬁlﬁf the SMMHE | from
the sky reported by some
UFO witnesses—but moet by

gﬁhérs_’?’  What causes this?

“I HAVE been 1mpressed
with the frequent occurrence
of sulphurousness with thmgs
that come from the sky,”
wrote Charles Fort in The
Baok of the Damned (1919).
But, .in contrast to Fort,
we 'have been 1mpresscd
with how seldom there are
odors— “sulphurous” or oth-
erwise—associated with wuni-
dentified aerial objects. As we
have pointed out (F.U. Nov.
1057), cases reporting sounds
from UFOs are by no means
numerous; but there are ten
cases involving socunds for
every case involving odor.

Of course, one would ex-
pect to be able to smell a
UFO only when it was at
close range, which does not
happen too often; but even
among the reports of close
approaches, mention of odor
i1s the exception rather than
the rule, We will describe
some of the exceptions.

Fort himself quotes very
tew instances of “sulphur-
ous’ shapes in the sky, but
one that he does cite is re-
markable in several respects.
On Lme 18, 1845, the captain
et'" th Luﬂ* Victoria saw
three I‘ﬂ.minous bodies 1ssue
from the sea about half a
mile away frem his vessel

—

o

The Research Section of Cwilian Saucer Intelligence now discusses eol-
“smells . from the sky,”

Jactory phenomena,

m their seventh ecolumn on

UF O sightings angd reporis, written specially for this magazine. CSI pub-
lishes a newsletter and has an extensive file of materinl on this subject.
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Thege hodiaz remained visi-
ble for ten minutes, and
spread “a sc¢ench of sulphur.”
The Vicéoria was then about
twelye milas south ot ‘the
port of Adalia (prcwnt -day
Aatalya), ia the Gulf of Ad-
alia, on the ;J.outhurn coast of
As 1-3. Minor; she was not 900
mtla,s east or west of Adalia,

as incorrectiy stated in ffort

—the longitnd: given on p.
274 should be 207, not 13°.

The spectaciz was aiso re-
ported by the Rev. F. Haw-
lett, F.R.A.S., in Adala,
whno described it as a single
body which broke up, and
gave 1is duration as twenty
miautes to half an hour. An
observer at “Mt. Lebanon”
(300 miies to -the southeast, 1
this m=zans Lebanon on the
Syrian coast) not s'm}y SAW
two  of these “bodies,” but
described them as five tumes
the apparent size of the tull
moon, and as adorned with
strange “sail-like or stream-
er-like” apnendages, “looking
like large flzos blown out by
a gentle breeze,” which
seemed to connect the two
objects. These appendages
were not themselves lumin-
ous: “they scemed to shine

by light from the main bod-

ies.” They were visible for
an hour: howevar, the ob-
server mentions no odor.
These accounts, published
sixteen years after the occur-
rence (Repts. BA.A.A., 1861,

p..30) and a- U«:ilb]t:.,d fﬂrm'l

furmf-‘.h all t‘ut we know of

- thig vaigque event,

mediata

Sinca, sulphur iz odorless,
a “stench of sulphur” cannot
be taken literally. Many foul-
smelling compounds contain
sulphur, but the traditional
“brimstone” smell is that of
burning sulphur, which pro-
duces the gas sulphur diox-
ide. |

Sulphur
teristically

dioxide charac-
“catches one by
the throat” and causes im-
wheezing, choking,
and a iccling of suftfocation;
it was the killing component
in the deadly smogs of the
Meuse Valley of Belgium in
1930, of Donora, Pennsylvania,
in 1948 and of London in 1953.
As we shall see there 18 reason
to think that it was present
in the eftluvia of at least
three tlying saucers seen,
heard, and smelled at close
range within the past five
years.

Between 1845 and 1952, we
know of only one report ot
an odoriferous UFO. Wheth-
er this was ‘“‘sulphurous” can-
not be determined from the
description. According to
Frank Quintana of Denver,
Colorado, on January 29,
1950 he was climbing a foot-
hill of South Table Moun-
tain, in Colorado, when his
attention was attracted by a
whirring noise. He turned
and saw a “silvery-green” ob-
ject, about sixty feet in di-
ameter, hovering only fifty

feet above the ground, It was

shaped like a ball flattened

~on top and bottom, encircled
- by what appeared to be a re-
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volving band about three feet
wide. From its base flashed
a greenish light. Quintana
fell to:. the ground, {from
which position he watched
the strange object for several
minutes as 1t landed slowly
in a small ravine near him,
then suddenly shot up again
and out of sight at tremen-
dous speed, with a “rush of
air.” After it had gone, Quin-
tana said, he detected ‘a
pungent odor wihaich re-
mained in the area after the
ohject had ascended.” (Arn-
old & Palmer, The Coming of
the Saucers, 1952, p. 145.)

Whether by mere coinci-
dence or not, in the last two
weeks of August and 1n early
September, 1952, no less than
five instances of UFO odors
were reported, two of them
famous and sensational “land-
ing reports.”

The first of these was the
“Florida Scoutmaster case.”
It. has been the subject of
mtuch controversy, and 1ts
status is still unsettled. In its
favor are the remarkable sim-
1larities between this story
and others, better-attested,
which occurred afterwards;
the testimony of three Boy
Scouts who watched from a
distance; and certain traces
found on the scene. On the
other hand, investigation by
the Air Force's Project Blue
EBook uncovered certain de-
rogatory information c¢ on-
cerning the Scoutmaster’s
background, which led them

to take a very dim view of his

-1f he didn’t return

credibility; and it is known
that his story after repeated
tellings included some very
astonishing details which
were absent from it at first.
To be sure, there i1s ng evi-
dence that UFOs take care
to show themselves conly to
people with untainted back-

grounds; but. these circum-
stances are hardly reassur-
ing. However, we givc. the

story here, as pieced togeth-
er from local news items and
irom Ruppeit's account 1n his
book The Report on Uniden-
tified Fliying Objects (Dou-
bleday, 1956). - |

On the night of August 19
1952, D. S. (Sonny) DesVer-
gers, a ocoutmaster in Vvest
Palm Beach, Florida, was
driving three DBoy Scouts
home along a lonely read
skirting the Everglades,
when he noticed a group of
lights “strung in a level row,
like the windows of an air-
liner,” plunge into the wocds.
The boys did not see this;
but a short distance farther
on, all four saw them, appar-
ent!y at treetop level. Curi-
ous as to what this could be,
DesVergers turned the car
around and went back. Tak-
ing a flashlight and machete
with him, he started off into
the pine woods to investi-
gate, advising the boys that
in  ten
minutes, they were to go to
a farmhouse up the road and
phone the sheriff. The boys
watched him disappear nto
the darkness, occasionally
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catching sight of the beam of

hig flashlight among the
teees.
As DesVergers told the

story to Ruppelt, the {first
unusual thing he noticed as
he made his ‘way through a
heavy palmetto thicket was
a faint but “sharp” or “pun-
gent” odor. Emerging from
the thicket into a clearing,
he suddenly felt an “oppres-
sively moist heat” around
him, and found it “hard to
breathe.” Almost at once he
had “the horrible feeling
that someone was watching
me.” Then he was conscious
of a hissing sound, “like a
tire going down.” He took
another step forward, stopped,
and “looked up at the stars
to get my bearings.” He
saw only darkness over-
head. Turning his flashlight
upward, he saw that almost
the whole sky was hidden by
a large circular object no
more than ten feet above his
head. Dirty grey in color,
and looking more like “lino-
leum” than wmetal, it had a
grain to it “which ran north
and south.” Panic-stricken,
he stumbled backwards to get
out trom wunder this thing.
Simultaneously, the object
began moving away from
him, its far edge tilting up-
ward so that its top portion
came into view. It was hemi-
spherical, with the bottom
slightly convex; spaced
around the thick, three-foot
rimm were vaned sections “like
ventilators,” each containing

a nozzle; oa top was a kind
of turret.

An opening now appeared
in this turret, with a slight
sound “like a well-oiled safe
door opening.” From it
emerged a small ball of red
fire which drifted slowly to-
ward him, expanding into a
cloud of red mist. “It had a
sickening, nauseating stench
—worse than rotten eggs—
more like burning flesh.”
Flinging up his hands over
his face, he lost conscious-
ness as the mist enveloped
him,

Back on the road, the
scouts saw something go off
in the woods that “showered
sparks all over the area like
a Roman candle.,” They ran
to the farmhouse and blurted
out what had happened. Dep-
uty Sheriff Mott Partin
and an assistant were called
to investigate. When
boys took them back to the
spot where DesVergers had
lett them, they encountered
him just emerging from the
woods, so excited that he was
incoherent. He had dropped
hig flashlight, but still car-
ried the machete. “He was a
sorry sight,” Partin said.
“He was talking a blue
streak, but he didn't make
any sense.” The backs of his
hands and arms, and his hair,
were singed; his cap was
scorched, amd a couple of
small holes were burnt in it,

Intelligence officers at a
nearby air field were noti-
fied immediately, and Cap-

the

1
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tain - Ruppelt, .in Dayton,
Obhio, was advised of the in-
cident, The next day he ar-
rived at the scene to make. a
personal - investigation. To
- him,
thentic,—that is, until Des-
Vergers told the press that
“the Air Force and I know
what this thing was, but I'm
not allowed to tell because
1t would create a panic,” and
hired a press agent. Investi-
gators at Dayton, who had
examined: the cap; reported
that they did not think it had
been on anyone’s head when
it was scorched. Finally, a
check on the Scoutmaster’s
background indicated that he
had a poor record for relia-
bility—indeed, he was said
to have been “given to spin-
ning wild yarns.” Soured by
these
well might be, Ruppelt un-
hesitatingly wrote the case
off as a hoax (True, May,
1254) 1n spite of the Scouts’
corroborating testimony. But
by the time his book ap-
peared, Ruppelt was no long-
er so sure. It had proved im-
possible to. account in any
nermal way for the fact that
the roots of grass in  the
clearing® appeared to have
been charred. The only ex-
planation he could think of
was that a powerful alternat-
ing magnetic field just above
the glound could, conceiv-
ably, have heated it by in-
duced eddy  currents—“in-
ductlon heatmg

Although R u p p ¢ 1 t says

the story sounded au-

developments, as he

that “we wrote it off as a
hoax”, the official Blue Book
evaluation was that the, case,
while suspect, could neot. be
classified as a proven hoax,
and must remain an “Un-
known.” Ten weeks after the
event, a remarkable, because
apparently spontancous, press
release was issued by the Air;
Force: & o

“Washington, Now. 6
(INS).— The Air Foice an-
nounced today that two of
last summer’s ‘flying saucer’
reports have been thorough-
ly investigated and that they
remain unexplained. One of
the ‘saucers,” said to have
burned a Scout .leader’s hand
when he walked under i,
was reported Aug. 19, at
West Palm Beach, Florida.
The other, which 2 radio en-
gineer said took off perpen-
dicularly at a distance of 100
yards, was reported August
25 at Pittsburg, Kansas. The
Air Force said: “In neither
case was sufficient evidence
available upon which to base
a conclusion. The incidents
remain unexplained.”

(The Pittsburgh, Kansas
incident referred to here was
the Squyres case, which we
recounted in our November
article.) | |

Three weeks after the sen-
sational but equivocal Des-
Vergers case, and a thousand
miles to the north, there oc-
curred a flying-saucer inci-
dent which is not -only one
of the most sensational ever.
reported, but also one of the
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best authenticated. It was
looked into immediately by

two highly competent UFO
researchers, Gray Barker and

Ivan Sanderson, . both of
whom were

their indepéndent

accbunt we give here is -ab-
breviated from Sanderson’s
uapublished report, together
with some details from Bark-
er’s (FATE, Jan. 1953; TkLey
Knew Too Much About Fly-

mg Saucers, University
Books, 1955.)
Just after sunset, three

boys piaying football in the
village oif Flatwoods, 1n cen-
tral West Virginia, saw a
red-luminous object pass over-

head and apparently land on

a nearby ridge. They thought
they had scecen a fireball strike
the ground, and started to-
ward the ridge to search for
meteorites. As they did so,
they noticed with amazement
that a pulsating orange light
was still visible on the hilltop,
and they concluded (correct-
ly, as it proved) that what had
come down was nct a meteor
but a flying saucer. On the
way to the spot they collect-
ed four other boys, the old-
est being Eugene Lemon, 17;
the mother of two of the
boys, local beautician Mrs.
Kathleen May; and a dog.

"The party mounted - the
rtdge path until they were

within about fifty feet of the

strange - thing,  which -was

now seen-to be a very large

convinced from:
investiga-
ttons that the story should’
be ‘accepted as genuine. The:

pear-shaped object about
thicty ‘feet high, sitting in
the tall weads to the right of
th2 path, and pulsating from
dull red to bright orange. All
agreed that this light was
not that of incandescence,
but was a luminosity like
that of a neon tube, which ra-
diated no heat. The object’s

“real” ' color, they thought,
was Dblack. Some say that
they heard a loud hissing

sound, accompanied by a dull
thumping as of an engine or
a  heartbeat. - The ground
anead was overspread with a
low mist. The dog, which
had run ahead, turned tail
and ran yelping back down
the tcail. Advancing a few
teet: farther, all smelled a
choking odor unlike anything
in thelr experience; some
compared it to “hot, greased
matal,” some to “burning sul-
phur’—it was a "hot” odor,
sickening, and irritating t<
the nose and throat. “I»
seemed to grip you in the
throat and suffocate you.”
They experienced, too, just
as DesVergers had reported,
a sense of oppressive heat
and humidity.

All had been staring at the
luminous object, but at this
moment Mrs. May noticed
two- luminous “eyes” off to
the lett of the path. One of
the boys shone his flashlight
in that direction and they all
saw something shaped rather
like the head and trunk of a
giant broad-shouldered man,
floating ia midair just below

N R, —————
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the bough of an oak tree.
(This bough was later found
to be twelve feet from the
ground.) The “face,” if such
it was, was red, and the only
features the terrified wit-
nesses made out were the
two luminous “eyes,” which
projected pale-blue beams
into the misty air. Around
this “face” was a dark, point-
ed “monk’s hood” appear-
ance, “shaped like the ace of
spades’”; the “body” beneath
it was a dark green. Mrs.
May afterwards said she had
seen small arms ending 1n
long talons, but none of the
boys noticed any such {fea-
ture, The lower part of the
figure was not seen.

At sight of this terrifying
apparition, Lemon fell back-
ward in a momentary faint.
As they hauled him to his
feet again, they saw that the
entity was “drifting” closer
to them. At this, all fled pell-
mell 1n hysterical terror,
half a mile back down the
ridge to the May house. Sev-
eral required first aid; ac-
cording to Mrs. May, they
vomited for hours after-
wards. It was three days be-
fore Eugene Lemon had fully
recovered from the effects.

A posse that went up the
ridge less than an hour after-
ward found nothing there.
A. Lee Stewart, local editor,
was the next to visit the site;
he noticed nothing out of the
ordinary until he put his
head to the ground, but then,
sure enough, he smelt an un-

recognizable, irritating oder,
which “constricted the nasal
aind throat passages.” Next
morning 1t was found that
the weeds were crushed, and
the ground itself depressed,
in a circular area fifteen feet
wide. Two saucer investiga-
tors who arrived later that
day reported finding six
symmetrically-placed holes
in the ground, and grass spot-
ted as though by a dark hgqg-
uid ; but when Sanderson and
Barker arrived some days lat-
er, they were unable to verily
these details,.

No one has been able to
think of any plausible “nat-
ural’ explanation for this
weird and terrifying experi-
ence, and hoax, fortunately,
can be ruled out. It seems
entirely probable that here
we have a genuine observa-
tion—albeit a very brief one
—of a UFO occupant or
“spaceman,”’ apparently wear-
ing a protective suit of some
kind. The gas encountered,
to judge by the description
of its effects, may very well
have contained sulphur diox-
ide. Sanderson has specu-
lated that this construction,
and perhaps also its unfor-
tunate occupant, may have
been rapidly dissolving iIn
our “hostile” atmosphere,
and that the noxious mist
that surrounded it may have
been produced by this proc-
ess of destructive corrosion.

Thirty-three hours later,
again in Florida—in fact,
only 35 miles west of the
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spot where DesVergers came
stumbling out of the palmet-
toes—another aerial object
descended and spread an irri-
tating odor. This object, al-
though observed so soon af-
ter the Flatwoods saucer,
bore no resemblance to 1t—
but it did resemble some-
what the object described by
DesVergers. -

At 4:30 am. on September
14, 1952, Fred J. Brown, an
employee of the Everglades

Experimental Station 1n
Belle Glade, Florida, was
preparing to milk the Sta-

tion's cattle when he noticed
a loud humming sound, “like
that made by high-voltage
electric wires.” He went to
the door of the barn to 1in-
vestigate and found that all
the cattle had bolted to the
far end of the pasture, about
a quarter of a mile away.

Looking up, Brown was
amazed to see a circular ob-
ject approximately 35 feet in
diameter, with a row of red
and amber lights spaced al-
ternately around the outside
rim on the underside. It ap-
pears that these lights were
not rotating. At first Brown
thought it might be a blimp,
but then he saw that the ob-
ject had no motor or pro-
peller. He was unable to dis-
cern any openings or “win-
dows.” The object, only 70
fecet above the ground,
“seemed to settle over the
barn until it descended to a

height of approximately 40.

feet,” then veered to the west

and disappeared from view.

Although unnerved, Brown
went out after the cattle and
had succeeded 1in getting
them all back to the barn
when the UFO returned, this
time from the south and go-
ing in a northerly direction.
He estimated its speed as
approximately 30 miles an
hour. The glow from the ob-
ject was bright enough to
light up the ground as it
passed over, and it gave off
a peculiar odor, which he de-
scribed as “acrid, yet smell-
ing somewhat like ammonia.”
The odor was so strong it
made his eyes smart and
burned his nostrils. (Since
he mentions no choking sen-
sation, this was probably not
sulphur dioxide.) The object

gained altitude and disap-
peared to the mnorth over
I.,ake Okeechobee, but not

before the cattle had again
stampeded to the far end of
the pasture.

Brown attempted to rouse
the occupants of two houses
across the road, but the UFO
had passed out of sight be-
fore he could awaken them.

It was 5:20 before he again
had the nervous_cattle herded
for milking, and their milk
production that morning was
only two-thirds what it
should have been. (Miami
Daily News, Sept. 16, 1952.)

Eight days later came the
last of these closely-grouped
incidents; and, as we should
have learned to expect by
now, the UFQO’s seen on this
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occasion were different in ap-
pearance and behavior from
any of the preceding. Wheth-
er the odor, too, differed
cannot be determined from
the information available
(Washington Star, News, and
Ti1mes-Herald of Sept. 22). In
this case, it was the odor that
first drew attention to the ob-
jects. Shortly aiter mudnight
on September 22, Mrs. F. L.
Hazelwood, living near Cen-
treville, Virginia (20 miles
from Washingten, D.C.),
“smelled something awiful”’ in
her back yard. Her husband
also smelt it, and wondered if
something were bruirning near-
by. They stepped out, and
found the yard brightly illu-
minated—“just like the early
morning sun,’ according to
their daughter Marie—by
light from three or four bril-
liant, round objects in the sky
overhead. They called the po-
lice. Soon most of the 100 res-
idents of Centreville were
calling the police, many 1n
panic. Three policemen and a
police sergeant r e s p onde d,
and all confirmed the pres-
ence, in the cloudy sky, of
several brilliant white balls of
fire which “went in and out
of the clouds” and “played
tag.” One policeman spoke
also of blue and red balls of
fire; to the suggestion of
searchlight reflections he re-
plied, “No siree! They were
solid objects!” “Weird 1n-
deed”’ was the comment of an-
other witness. One of the ob-
jects amused itself for some

time by descending toward the
police station, where it would
“get real bright, make a cir-
cie, fade out. and climb back
up again... It just kept that
up.” The brightness was com-
pared te *“a big auto head-
light—it lighted up the sky.”
The brilliant objects contin-
ued their aerial ballet until
4 am., when they finally dis-
appeared in the direction of
Washington, ID. C. Radar
operators at Washington Na-
tional Airport and Andrews
Air Force Base said the ob-

jects did not show up on
their screens. Mrs. Hazel-
wood,accordin g to her
daughter, was made ill by the

odor.

During this same August-
September period, on the
other side of our planet, Miss

Gertrude James of Mel-
bourne, Australia, saw “a
noiscless green ball flying

too fast to be a plane, and
not fast enough to be a me-
teor,” on the night of August
30. According to the next
day's Reuters dispatch, she
said “it smelled like a rotten
egg.” No further details are
given, but this description
identifies the smell as hydro-
cen sulphide. A curiously
similar instance of odor
from a green fireball is men-
tioned on page 125 of Jimmy
Guieu’s book, Les Soucoupes
Volantes Viennent d'un Au-
tre Monde (Editions Fleuve
Noir, Paris, 1954). On Octo-
ber 13, 1953, at 7:30 pm., a
“flying cigar” was seen by
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hundreds of witnesses in
many places in Duex-Sevres
(western France). Its lumin-
osity lit up the ground like
bright moonlight. It was not
a fireball in the ordinary
sense, for 1ts course, accord-
ing to Guieu, was capricious:
its yellowish, sparkiing trail
traced circles in the sky.
Over Thouars, where it ap-
peared as a greenish fireball
with a train, it exploded
noiselessly; and after the
explosion, according to wit-
nesses, ‘‘the air was i1mpreg-
nated with a strong odor of
ether.” Probably no one
could confuse hydrogen sul-
phide with ether; so these
two green fireballs must have
smelled different. But there
iIs one other case in which
hydrogen sulphide was tre-
ported: a unique occurrence,
which furnished an authentic
specimen of fragments from
a fireball-type UFO.

Shortly after' 9 p.m. on Au-
gust 20, 1953 (aot quite a
year after the Nielbourne
stinkball), a resident of New
Haven, Connecticut, saw a
“streak of light” go by her
window. Almost 1mm dlaaely,
she heard a loud “explosion”

that shook the hmzse, and
caused her house lights - to
dim = momentarily., Sh and

others hm;mrl cutside to. 1n-

vestigate, and saw smoke curl-
ng from a ragged foot-square

hole in a mgmm’t d~200. leet-

Vi

away, made of Z0-gauge steel.
Only one man, a motorist
driving past _had seen what
had smashed through  it. He

had seen “a red ball of fire
about 6 inches in diameter,
trailing a tail,” emerge from
the signboard. Passing about
30 teet 1n front of his car, it

had torn through the top of a

large tree, just missing tele-
phone wires and disappeared
at very high speed on a ris-
ing trajectory.

There were no marks of
heat on the sign, but what-
ever crashed through had left
metallic deposits on the jag-
ged steel edges of the hole.
These were collected by sau-
cer investigator August Rob-
erts, and were found on anal-
ysis to consist of pure copper.
It had also left behind it a
strong stench of rotten eggs.
(Source: Albert Bender's
now-defunct Space Review,
Oct. 1953.)

The most recent example of
a “smell from the sky” is
once more in the “sulphur-
ous’ group, like Adalia and
Flatwoods, but it set a re-
markable precedent: for the
first time an employee has
drawn digability compensa-
tion as a result of an encoun-
ter with an unidentified fly-
ing object. On November 26,
1956, a New Jersey otate
Workmen's Compensation ref-
eree awarded medical com-
penzation to a night watch-
man who testified that an en-
counter with a UFO had
made him i1l and affected his
senses of smell, .taste, and
touch. The referee, Leonard B.
Willits, ducked the issue of
what if anything, had been
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seen by the watchman 66-
year-old Harry J. Sturdevant,
saying merely that “he
thought he saw something,
and it was his duty to inves-
tigate”; however, Sturdevant
not only “thought” he saw
something but “thought” it
caused him injuries, and the
reality of these injuries was
apparently not disputed.
Sturdevant’s story, as told to
Trentonian reporter Emil
Slaboda, appeared in Fate,
June, 1957.

At 3:45 am. on October 2,
1956, Mr. Sturdevant, on duty
for the Herbert Elkins con-
struction firm of Trenton,
N.J., was standing by the Del-
aware River, just opposite Ro-
tary Island. “Suddenly 1t ap-
peared, first as a red light
in the sky above the Reading
Railroad bridge about a mile
up the river. In a matter of
seconds it shot down past me,
only about 15 feet above the
water, and 50 yards away.

Then it shot upwards about
500 feet and disappeared. It
was 60 to 100 feet long and
about 15 feet in diameter,
shaped like a cigar. It had no
wings and no fins—I heard no
propulsion from it except a
hissing sound like escaping
steam.” (Compare this with
what was reported by Des-
Vergers and the Flatwoods
witnesses.) “It gave me the
greatest shock of my life.
There was a smell like sul-
phur or brimstone. It was
something I had never smelled

before. 1 don’t know what it

was except i1t was very nau-
seating and 1t made me very
sick. I lost my sense of taste
and smell; my throat would
not swallow properly.” Stur-
devant told Slaboda that he
had collapsed in pain after
the object had disappeared,

“but had managed to crawl to

his parked car. “l stayed
there for half an hour hefore
I was competent to drive.”
Finally he was able to drive
to a phone from which he
called the police. Six weeks
later, his sense of taste and
touch were still impaired and
he had been able to work only
a few days.

Slaboda was able to uncover
two confirmatory observa-
tions—one from a 5-year-old
boy living nearby who saw “a
big lighted ball with a tail,”
the other from Trentonian
route manager Peter Borza,
who was near Cadwalader
Park, two blocks from the
river, shortly before 4 am.
when he caught sight of a
luminous object “about the
size of the moon” high in the
sky. His description differed
only slightly from Sturde-
vant’s, the main discrepancy

being that Sturdevant de-
scribed it as glowing red,
whereas it appeared white

when Borza saw it.

It cannot be positively af-
firmed that the nauseating
and poisonous gas given off
by this UFO was sulphur di-
oxide (which would be ex-
pected to cause respiratory
trouble), but we note that the
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witness does compare it to
“brimstone.”

By now the reader may be
wondering whether saucer
odors are invariably repulsive
and toxic; don’t UFOs ever
smell pleasant? Well, hardly
ever, We know of just two
instances. At 3:45 p.m. on
October 5, 1954—at the height
of the spectacular European
“landing wave” of that au-
tumn—a luminous UFO was
seen a iew miles from Beau-
mont (nerth of Paris). This
object approached the wit-
nesses, at the same time los-
ing its luminosity, until it
was within 150 yards of them.
They declared that they then
felt a strange sensation and
were ‘“‘as if nailed to the
ground.” At the same mo-
ment, they smelled, “a strong
odor of nitrebenzene” (which
smells like almonds). After a
short time, the object moved
away, and the smell and the
feeling of paralysis ceased.
(Paris Le Figaro and Charle-
ville L’Ardennais, Oct. 7,

1954.) This tale may possibly
be exaggerated, or even fic-
titious, but aside from the
nitrobenzene, itresembles
scores of other, apparently
authentic, incidents reported
at that time. And in March

1955 a witness to an alleged

saucer landing near Cincinna-
ti, Ohio declared that as he
drove away to fetch the sher-
iff, he noticed a strong smell
of “almonds and alfalfa.”
Why this small group of
UFO witnesses have reported
marked odors, while numer-
ous others—just as close to
an “‘object” as the first group,
or even closer—make no men-
tion of any smell, is one of
the countless puzzles of the
UFO problem. It is a known
tact that the sense of smell
weakens when the individual
1s excited or apprehensive,
and perhaps this partly ac-
counts for the contradiction.
However, it may also be true
that most UFOs actually do
not diffuse any very strong
odor into the surrounding air,
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