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-the sky reported by some , 

, UFO witirn.esses--::h.Tu11t ·Jfllot by 
.. , . . . . 

others? What . c·alllises this? 
,,. . . . . . . . .. . . . •. . 
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·"I. ~ ·HA VE . ·been i~pres~d · 
with the fre.quent o~cur·ren~,e 
4>.f .. ;~ulph~~ousnes.~ 'with . thi~~~ 
t~at - ,com~ f_rom: the s~y ,~.' 
wrote Cha.rles Fort in The 
B:aolr:,. ot th.e Dainn~ ;.(;1~19~~ 
Bu~, ;,in . cont.ras~ · to ~ort., 
w~ ·haye be~n · i, m _p re s 's e 4 ·­
with how seldon1 there . are . 
odors ''sttlphttrous'' · or oth ... 
erwise associated with uni­
dentified aerial objects . . As we 
·have pointed out (F.U. Nov . 
1957), .. cases· reporting so-unds 
from UFOs · are by ·no· mealls 
nt1merous; · but· there are ten 
cases involvi11g sott.nd.s for 
every case involving odor. 

Of co·urse, one would. ex­
pect to be arb]e to smell a 
UFO only wl1e11. it V\ras at 
clos.e range, wl1ich does not 
happen to·o often; but ev·en 
atr1ong the repo·rts ·of close 
app·roaches1 rriention. of · odol' 
is the exceptio11. rather than 
t:l1,e · 14 u·le. We vv·ill des-cribe 
some of tl).e eJ'~cep·tio11.s~ · 

Fort l-ii1nself quotes very 
few it1s ta11ces of ' 6sulp.hur ... 
ou.sy' ·shapes in tl1e sky,· l:>ut 
one that he does cite is re­
rr.1a1· 1-:::ab1e ir1. s.evera.l ·res1)ects .. 
0 11 June 18, J_845 .. tl1.e. cap·tain 
of · the b1·ig Victoria saw 
three l11mino11s bodies ,.... is:sue 
from .the sea' .. abo11t 11.alf a 
mile a\vay f1~on~ J1is vessel. 

. ·' . ' . ' 

·Tlie Resear.c~i Sec·tion of CitV1:liQ.'J'i Sa.itcer lntelli.qe1noe· now' .. <l·i$cusses ()l.­
f ac.tory plierio~nena,, ,. ''sm_e.ll~ p f1~01n the ~ky ,'' i'i]t tlie'ir seventh col·umn .Qn 

.. UF:O sightings an<J, reports, ~v1·itte1i .. ~11ecially for tliis nia.qaz-i1ie. CSI pub­
lishes a new.slettei a·nd has ari exi·etis·1:1;e file of 1n.a.te.J·1'..ft,Z (>n t~}i'is su,b ject. . . . » '· , . . . ,.. ,,, .<t i . r . . . 
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Thef;e !la r1·t·es remair1ed .vis.i- Since , sulphur is odorleuf. 
hie · for ·t ~et1 . 1·n ·i 1111tes, and a ''s·tench. of · .s':llpltttr'' cannot 
$pread ir'a ste1icl1 of su1pl1u!." be ·taken li·terally. Many fottl ·· 
Tl1c 'Vf ,:ioria . was the'n' aboitt sn1c11ing, C-O·mpounds contain 
twelve m~le.s sot.1th ·of :the ·su1prtur, but - the traditiorial 
port of i Adalia (p1·esent~day ' 'brims to11e'' smell is that of 
Antal.ya), in tl1 \~ G~1lf of Ad~ bur~ing s-ulp_h.ur, which pro­
al:ia, o:n the sot1t~. ern coas t · of duces tl:1e gas sulphur dio_x;. 
A 

1 1 0 1" de. I , si,:a.
1
. 1\1 iri.or-; . sl1e Wf\.S riot' 9Q , 

miles · ea~st or ' -iNe~;t. of ~da-lia, " ' St1l:ph11:r dioxide charaC·"" 
as 'r ih?p;r~ ·?·c.t1y 'S t~a ·t~ d ' ''ih F~·r.t ·teristically ''<:atches. ·one by 
-~~e long 11~ 1. t d ·~ g1v ·en on P· . the throa·t '' and caLtses i.rt1,.. 
Z74 should be 30" ~ !lot 13° · . me<l iate ~Nheezing, cholcing, 

Tl1e sp ec t:~. c J ~ was also re- and a fc~ling of suffocation; 
porte d by ·tl1e Re v. F. I-Ia-i11- it wa~ the l<illing component 
let ·t, F.:R.A.S., in Adalia, i 11 the deadly smogs of the 
w rio d ~ .:l(~ r ~ be, 1 it a t; a s i ~ g 1 e M e use Va 11 e y of . Be 1 g i um ~n 
bod :y w l1ic:h brol(e tip, ,, aJ~d 193.0, of Donora, Pennsy·lva:niaJ 
g.\-1v·e ·i·ts d t1 rati-0r1 as t\venty . in 1918 arid o·f London in 1953. 
Oll fl lttes t(~ half at:l h our. Ar1 As we shall s'ee there is· r ·eas·on 
<)bserver at · ' '1\11: t. J..J ebanon'' t ':> ;thi:nk ~ha:t it was presen·t 
(3·00 m ·iJe5 to .-the southeast, i{ in the effluvia of at leas t 
t"his .m ea ns L -eba J1 on .. on th'e three , flyirtg sau-cers seen, 
Syria·r1 co:ist) not ~)n1y saw heard, and smelled. at clos-e 
·two of t lle<ie ' 'bodies," bt,1t range . within .the past five 
desc.r lb-ed ·them as fi\re ti.me·s ye,ar~;. 
·th·e app.ar e 11 t ·s i ze. of t h.e fU:l·l B e ·tinee:n 1845 and 1952, we 
moon, a t1d a s ador11ed with know of . o·nly · one repor·t of 
s·t·r·ac1ge ''sail-li ke 01· stream- an odoriferOllS- u·Fo. Wheth ... 
er-lil<e'' appendages, ''loo!t:i11.g er tl1is was ''sulphu·rous'' can­
like la ·rge flags blow11 ot1. t by no·t be det ermined from the 

. a gent 1 e br·eeze," wl1ich descri.ption. A cc or d i ·n g to 
seemed t o conn ect tl1e two Fra.nk Quintana of Deni1er. 
o· b j e c ·t s . These appendages Colorado, on January 29, 
wer'e not tl1cm ~:. e l ,1es lt1min- 1950 he was climbin·g a foot-

. ou·~ : ~ ' ·tl.i ty seemed t-o shine hill of Sot;tth Taple Moun­
by lig l1·t f i·om t he main bod-_ .tain, in Colorad-o, 'wl1cn ' his 
ies." They \tve re vis ible for attention was attra·cted· by a 

.. an h o·u r; ltowever, the ob- whirring noise. He turned 
server mentions no · odo·r. and saw a '1si-lvery-grc.en'' ob­
These a ccounts , published ject, about sixty . feet in di­
sixt een. yea1·.~ .after tl1.e oc-cui- . am~ter, -.hovering onl·y fif:ty ', 

. r~nce .. (Rep~-~~ :· ~ .A:.A .4., 1861 .. ~· .feet above ~he ground~ .· It· ~~s 
·p.:' : ·30)· an•1 i ·t"1" gat-blcq ,. :f or:m,· . ~hap~d , li

1ke·, a ball · fta.tt~n~~ 
·.. ftl;rnisl1 · all tha t '¥r~C kn·OW of . Ott· tQp .and · 'bot·tom, .enc'ii;c.J.ed 

~ · : .this u11iql1e eveti·t. · · .. · ~ "., ·' · by wl1.at- appeared· to b~ a x:c- .. 
• 
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volving band abot1t · three feet 
V\1ide. From its base flashed 
a greenish l ight. Q u i11tana 
fell to the ground, from 
V\1l1ich position he \ 11a tched 
tl1e strange object for seve1·al 
mi11utes as it landed slo\vly 
in a sn1all ravine n ear him, 
the11 Sl1ddenly shot llp agai11 
a A1d out . of sight at tre1ne11-
dous speed, witl1 a ' '1·ush of -air." After i t had gone, Quin-
tana said, l1e detected 'a 
pu11gent od·o1· w 11 i ch re-
mair1ed in tl1e area after the 
ol:; ject had ascended.~' (Arn­
old & Palmer, The Coming of 
the Sall ce rs, 19 5 2, p. 14 5.) 

• 

Whether by mere coinci-
d cr.1.ce or not, in the last two 
weel{s of A11gust and iii. ear1J' 
September, 1952, no less than 
fi,,e instances of UFO odors 
were reported, two of them 
f a.mous and sensational ''la11d­
ing reports.'' 

The first of tl1ese '"as the • 

''Flo·rida Scoutmaster case." 
It has been ·t11e subject of 
mi1ch controversy, and i.ts 
status is still unsettled. In its 
favor a.re t .he remarkable sim­
ilarities between t11is story 
and others, better-attested, 
wl1ich occurred afterwards; 
tlie testimony of tl1ree Boy 
Scot1ts who watched f1:om a 
distance; and certain t·races 

1' 

fottnd · ori the scene. On the 
other hand, investigation by 
tl1e Air Force's Project Blue 
Book uncovered certain de­
rogatory information con­
c e r n i n g the Scoutmaster's 
background, which led th.em 
to take a very dim view of his . 

• 

ere d i bi Ii t y ; and it is kn O\~n. 
that 11is sto1~y after repeated 
tellings included SOl'i~e very 
asto11is hi11g d et a i 1 s which 
were absent from it at first. 
To be st1re, there is no e.vi­
dence that UFOs take care 
to sl1ow t11emsel .. ~es oniy to 
people ·witl1 untaintecl back­
gro1111ds; but . tl1ese cj rcum .... 
sta11ces ai·e 11ardl y i~e ass'..11-
ing. I-Iowever, \ 101e gi ,,c the 
stoi·y J:1e1·e, as p ieced togc1 J1-
er fr<)r:n loca.l news items arid 
from Ruppe1t's acco1111.t in. J1is 
boo1: T he Report on Uni·dc·n­
tified Fj.ying Objects (Dou .. 
1 . 

oleday, 1956) . 

On the i1igh t of .1.t.\. t1g·L1st 19, 
1952, D. S . (Sonri)r) D·e0Ver­
gers, a Scou tmaster ir1 v~T es·t 
Palm Beach, Floricl2 ,,ras 
driving three Boy Sco11ts 
home along a lonel)' r0ad 
s l{ i r ti n g the Everglaclcs., 
when he noticed a grot1p 01£ 
lig}1ts ''str\.1ng in a lc\rel row, 
like tl1e winc1o\vs of an a i r­
li11er," plunge into the wocd.s. 
The b-0ys did not see this; 
but a short distance f artl1er 
on, all four sa\JIY' them, appar­
ent 1y at treet op level. C tlri ... 
ous as to \vhat this co~1Jd l1'e, 
Des Vergers t11rned t he car 
around and '\vent b;::i.(: k . Tak­
ing a flashligl1t ·and mac11ete 
'\Vith him, he started of :!! into 
the pi11e woods to investi­
gate, advising the ooys that 

- if he didn't return in ten 
mi11utes, they were to go to 
a farmhouse up tl1e road and 
phone the sherif £. The boys 
watched him disappear into 
the darkness, occasionally 
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catching sight of the beam of 
his flashlight among the 
trees. 

As . DesVcrgers told the 
story to Rup·pelt, the first 
unusual thing he noticed as 
he made his way throttgh a 
heavy palmetto thicket was 
a faint but ''sharp'' or ''pu'n­
gent,, odor. Emerging from 
the thicket into a clearing, 
he suddenly felt an ''oppre·s­
sively moist heat'' around 
him, and found it ''hard to 
brea·the.'~ Almost at onee he 
had ''the horri·ble feeling 
that someone was watching 
me.'' Then he was conscious 
of a hissing sound, ''like a 
tire going down.,, He took 
ano·tl1er step for,vard, stopped, 
arid ' '-looked up at the stars 
to get my bearings." He 
saw only darkness over­
head. Turning his flashlight 
upwar c.1, he sa·w that almost 
the whole sky was hidden by 
a large circular o·bject no 
more t11an ten f ect above his 
head. Dirty grey in color, 
and looking more like ''lino­
leumt• than metal, it had a 
crain to it ''which ran north 
and south.,., Panic-stricken, 
he stumbled backwards to get 
out from under this thing. 
Simultaneot1sJ·y, the objec.t 
began moving away from 
him, its far edge t.ilting up­
ward so that its top portion 
came into view. It was hemi­
spherical, with the bottom 
• 1 i g h t 1 y convex ; spued 
around the thi·ck, thrce-f oot 
rim were vaned sections ''like 

· ventilators," each containing 

a nozcle ; on top was a kind 
of turret. . 

An opening now appeared 
in this turret, with a slight 
sound ''like a well-oiled safe 
d<>0r opening." From it 
emerged a small ball of red 
f~re which drifted slowly to­
wa1·d him, . expanding into a 
cloud. of re,d mist. ''It had a 
sickening, nauseating stench 
-worse than rotten eggs:-
more like burning flesh.>' 
Flinging up his hands over 
his face, he lost c,onscious ... 
ness as the mist enveloped 
him. 

Back on the road, the 
scouts saw something go off 
in the woods that ''showered 
sparks all o·ver the area like 
a Roman candle." The.y ran 
to the fartnhouse and blurted 
out \vhat had happened. Dep­
uty Sheriff Mott Partin 
and an assistant were called 
to investigate. When the · 
boys toolc them back to the 
spot where DesVergers had 
left them, they encountered 
him just emerging from the 
woods, so excited that be was 
incoherent. He had d-ro,pped 
his flashlight, bu·t still car­
ried t 'he machete. ''He was a 
sorry sight," Partin said. 
•'He was talking a blue 
streak, b·ut he didn't make 
an·y sense.'' The backs of his 
hands and arms, and his hair, 
were singed; his cap was 
seor-ched, aad a couple of 
small holes were burnt in it. 

Irite.lligenee office.rs at a 
nearby ai·r field were noti-· 
fied immediately, and Cap-

1 

• 

• 
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tain Ruppelt, .; in Dayton, 
Qhio, .was advised of the i.n­
ciderit . . The next da¥ he ar­
rived at the scene to make· a 
per.sonal . investigation.. ~o 
him, the story sounded a~-

. th.entic, that is, unt.il Pes­
V~rgers to.ld the press " ~~t. 
''the. Air :Force an.d .I ltn.ow 
what this .thing was, but I'm, 
not allowed to tell because 
it would .. create a panic," ,and 
hired a press agent. Investi­
gators at Dayton, who had 
examined, ~he cap; reported. 
that they did not think ·it had 
been on a.nyone's head when 
it was scorched. Finally, . a 
check on the .Scou.tm~ster's 
bac~ground iJ.1.~ica.ted tl1at .he 
had a . poo·r re.cord for r·elia­
hility indeed, he was sai.d 
to have been ''given to spin­
ni11g wild yart'ls .. ''· Soured by 
tl1ese developmen_ts, as . he· 
well might be, Ruppelt un­
l1esitatingly wrote tl1e case 
off as a hoax (True, !',,fay, 
19_54) in spite of tl1e Scouts' 
corro·borating testimony. B u t 
by the ti.me h .. is book ap­
peared, Ruppel.t V\1as no l9ng­
er so sure. It ha.d proved im-

. possible to . acc.ount in any 
11ormal w·ay for the fact that 
tl1e roots o.f gra~s in . the 
cl'earing · · appeai.eq to have 
been char~ed. The 011~y ex:­
pla11vt ion 11e could think of 
'rvas t11at a powerful alternat­
ing .. magnetic fielq just ?bove 
t~.e ·' ., g~·oui:id .. ~ould, ~o·nceiv_~ 
abl·y, · 11av~ - heat~d it · t;>y ~n~ , 
duc~d . eddy . currents. . ''in­
du,~t.iori h~~ting.': . . . .· : . 

···Althougn Ru pp· e 1 t · .says 

tha.t ''we w r o t e it off as a 
hoax'', the .official Bl11e BQO~. 
evaluation was .- that the , case, 
while · suspect, _ could -·not. be 
classified as a proven hoax, 
and must . remain an 4'Un~ 
known .. '~. Ten V\1eeks .after the 

' . ~ . 

eve.nt,, ·;. a r~markable; . bccau:s~ 
apparent:1)' . spon·t·an~OUS; . pJ;"eSS. 
release was· ,issued by the .Ai.r: 
Force: · .,., . . 

''W a s h i n g t o n,- : Nov. · 6· 
(INS).. The Air Fo1·ce an- · 
nounced tod.ay that two ·of 
last summer's 'flying saucer-! 
reports have been thorough­
ly investigated and that they 
remain unexplained. Ont; of 
the 'saucers,' said. to have 

' . 
burned a Scot1t . leader's hanq . 
when ·he w·alked · u11der it, 

• 

was reported Aug. 19, at 
West Palm Beach, Florida .• 
The other, .V\rhich a radio en-. 

• 

ginccr said took off perpen-
dicularly at a distance of 100 
yards, '\Vas repo1·ted August 
25 at .Pittsburg, Kansas. The 
Air Force said: ''In neithel" 
case was sufficient evidence 

I • 

available upo11 which. to base . 
a conclusion. The iIJ.cident .s 
re1nair1. unexplained." . 

• 

(The Pittsburgh, Kansas, 
incide11t referred to here w·as 
the Squy1·es ca·se, 'rvhich i,ve 
recounted in our N ovembe.r · 
article.) .. 

T11ree weeks after the sen.~ 
sational but equivocal Des­
Verg.ers case, ·and a th.ousand · 
miles to the north, .. there oc­
curred a flying-saucer 'i~ci-­
dent ·which is not .only one 
of .the ·most sensa.tional :.ever: , 
reported, but also· one· of the 



• 
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'best·· authenticated. It was pe'a.r-$· h ·a p e d o'bject , .al1ol.tt 
loolced into immedia·tely by thirty ·feet high, sitting · in 
two highly competent UF·o ·. the· tall weeds ·to · the right of 
researchers, G·ray Barke~ antj. · tl"\e path, and pulsating· from 
Ivan Sanderson, both ·of dt1ll red to bright orange. All 
wham were convir1ced · f i·om ~ agreed: tha·t · this lig·l1t was 
their iridepende·nt inv.estiga: ... · not · · tl.lat of .incandescence, 
tions that the sto1•y sl1ould ' but I was a luminosity lilte 
be ;accepted as genuine. The · that o:f a neon t ·ube, which :ra­
accbunt "~e give he1·e is· ·ah- di·ated no heat. The object's 
breviated from Sanderson's ''real·' co·Ior, they thought, 
unpublished report, togetl1er was black. Some say that 
with some de.tails frorn Bat~k- t11ey l1eard a loud h_issing 
er's (li'ATE, . Jan. 1953; They sound, accompanied by a dull 
.Kne·w Too M1.1ch Aboi1t Fly- thumping as of an engine or 
ing S ;1 tic er s, U11ive1·sity a , · heart·beat. · · The ground 
Books, 1956.) - · ar1ead was overspread with a 

Just af.ter sunset, three low mist. The dog; which 
boys playing football in tl1e had run ahead, turned tail 
vi'l.lage of Flatwo.ods, in cen- and ran yelping back down 
t :ral , ·west Virgjnia, saw a t11e trail. Advancing a few 
re·d·-lumi:nous object pass o·ver·- feet · farther, all smelled a 
head and appare!1tly lar1d ori . choking· odor u11like anytl1i·ng 
a nearby ridge. T11ey thought in t 11 ·e i r experience; some 
they had seen a fireball st.rike compared i·t to ''hot, greased 
tl1e ground, and started to- m~tal," some to ''burning suJ­
ward the ridge to search for pl1ur'' it was a ''hot'' odo.r., 
meteorites. .L~s they did so, sicl~ening, and irritating t~ 
they no·ticed ~1ith amazen1ent the nose and throat. ''It 
that a pulsating orange light seemed to gri'p you in . the 
was s·ti.11 visible on the l1ill·top, throat and suffocate you.'' 
and they cooclttded (correct- They experienced, too, just 
ly, as it pr-ov-ed) that what had as DesVergers had reported, 
come do,nn was not a meteor a se11se of oppressive heat 
but a flying saucer. On .the and humidity. 
·way to the spot theJ' collect- All had been staring at the 
ed fottr otl1er boys, the old- l.'l1min.ous object, but at ·this 
est being Eugene Lemon, 17 ; moment Mr·s. May noticed 
the mother of two of the two· luminous ''eyes'' off ·to 
boys, local beautician ·Mrs. th-e left of the path. One of 
Kathleen May; and a dog. the boy:; · shone his flashlight 

· ·The par·ty mou·nted ~. the in .that direction and . they ·all 
ridge path until they were saw s9tll·e;thing shaped rather 

· witl'.1in·· a·boi1t r fif·t.y feet ,:.·o-f th·e · .. like the · head and· trunk of a 
fitFan~c I . -thing, . ' which ·o.was giant br.oad .. sho'uldered .. man, 

. now seen-~~ to be a very . lar,e . floatin.g in ~ midair just ~ belo.w . 

I 

• 

I 

• 

'" 
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the bough of an oak tree . 
(This bot1gh ,,,as later fo1111d 
to be twelve feet fror11 the 
ground.) The ''face," if sucl1 
it ,,.,,as, was red, and the only 
features the terrified wit­
nesses made out were the 
two luminous ''eyes,'' whjch 
projected pale-blue beams 
into the misty air. Ai·ound 
tl1is ''face'' was a da1·k, point­
ed ''monk's hood'' appear­
ance, ''shaped like tl1e ace of 
spades''; the ''body'' be11eath 
it \Vas a dark green. Mrs. 
May after\<vards said sl1e had 
seen small arms e11ding in 
long talons, but none of the 
boys noticed any such f ea­
ture. The lower part of the 
f igu14 e was not seen. 

At sight of this terrifying 
apparition, Lemon fell back­
V\'ard in a momentary fai11t. 
As they hauled him to his 
feet again, they saw that the 
entity was ''drifting ' closer 
to them. At this, all fled pell­
mell in hj'Sterical terror, 
half a mile back dov1n the 
ridge to the May house. Sev­
e1·al required first aid; ac .. 
cording to Mrs. 1\/fay, they 
vomited for hours after­
-vtrards. It \.Vas three days be­
fore Eugene Lemor1 had fully 
reco"t1ered from t11e effects. 

A posse that V\1ent up t11e 
ridge less than an hour after­
~rard found nothing there. 
A. Lee Stewart, local editor, 
was the next to visit the site; 
he noticed nothing out of the 
ordinary until he put his 
head to the ground, but then, 
sure enough, he smelt an un-

• 

recognizable, irritating odor, 
which '·constr·icted the nasal 
ai1d throat passages.~' Next 
~or1J. ing it was found tJ1at 
the weed:; were crusl1ed, and 
the ground itself depressed, 
in a ci1·c Ll la r area fifteen feet 
wide. Two sattcer investiga­
tors who ,ar1·ived later that 
day i·c1lo1·ted f i11ding six 
symmeti·ically-p 1 aced holes 
in the g t·o ttnd, and g1·ass spot­
ted a s t h o ttgh by a darl{ liq­
uid; bt1t when Sande14 son and 
Barker ar1·ived some days lat-
er, they \T;ere unable to verify 
these details. 

No one has been able to 
think of any plausible ''nat­
ural'' explanation for this 
weird and terrifying experi­
ence, and hoax, fo1·tu11ately, 
can be ruled out. It seems 
en ti rely p1·obable that here 
we have a genuine obser\1a­
tion albeit a very brief one 
-of a UFO occupant or 
''spaceman,'t apparently V\1ear­
ing a protective suit of some 
kind. The gas encountered, 
to . judge by the description 
of its ef fee ts, may ver·}' 'r.reJl 
hav·e , contained sulphur diox­
ide. Sander,son has specu­
lated that this construction, 
and perl1aps also its unfor- · 
tunate occt1pant, may have 
been rapidly dissolving in 
our ''h o s ti 1 e''' atmosphere, 
and tl1at the noxious mist 
that surrounded it may have 
been produced by this proc­
ess of destructive cor.rosion. 

Thirty-three hours later, 
a.gain in Florida in fact, 
only 35 miles west of the 
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spot vvhere DesVergers came 
stumbling out of tl?-e pa1met­
toes a n other aerial objec t 
descended and spread an irri.:. 
tating odor. This object, al­
though observed so soon af­
ter the Flatwoods saucer, 
bore no resemblance to it­
but it did resemble some­
what the object described by 
Des Vergers. 

At 4 :30 a.m. on September 
14, 1952, Fred J. Brown, an 
employee of the Everglades 
Experimental St at ion in 
Belle Glade, Florida, was 
preparing to milk the Sta­
tion's cattle when he noticed 
a loud humming sound, ''like 
that made by high-voltage 
electric wires." He went to 
the · door of the barn to in­
vestigate and foun.d that all 
the cattle had bolted to the 
far end of the pasture, about 
a quarter of a mile away. 

Looking up, Brown was 
amazed to see a circular ob­
ject approximately 35 feet in 
diamet er, with a row of red 
and amber lig hts spaced al­
ternately around the. outside 
rim on the underside. I t ap­
pears that these lights w ere 
not rotating. At fi rst B ro\.vn 
thought i t m ight be a blimp, 
but t hen h e saw t hat the ob­
ject had n o moto·r or pro­
peller. He was una,ble to dis~ 
cern any openings or ' '\.vin­
d ows.'' The object , only 70 
feet above the g r o u n d, 
''·seemed to settle over tl1e 
barn until it descended to a 
height of approximately 40 . 
feet,'' then veered t o t he west 

and disappeared from view. 
Although unnerved, Brown 

went out after the cattle and 
had succeeded in getting 
the:m all back to the barn 
when the UFO returned, this 
time from the south and g.o­
ing in a northerly direction. 
He estimated its speed as 
approximately 30 miles an 
hour. The glow frotn the ob­
ject was bright eno·ugh to 
light up the ground as it 
passed over, and it gave off 
a peculiar odor, which he de­
scribed as ''acrid, yet smell­
ing somewhat like ammonia.'• 
The odor was so strong it 
made his eyes smart and 
burned his nostrils. (Since 
he mentions no choking sen­
sation, t11is was probably not 
sulphur dioxide.) The object 
gained altitude and disap­
peared to the no1rth over 
Lal{e Okeechobee, but not 
b~f ore the cattle had again 
stampeded to the far end of 
the pasture. 

Brown att empted to rouse 
the occupan.ts of two houses 
a cross t11.e road, but the UFO 
had passed out of sight be .. 
fo r e he could awaken them. 

I t was 5 :20 befor e he again 
had the nervous_ cattle he rded 
for m ilkin g, and their milk 
production tl:1at mornin g was 
only t w o-thirds wha t i t 
should have been . (Miami 
Daily News, Sept. 16, 1952~) 

Eight days later came the 
last of these closely-groupe.d 
incidents; and, as we should 
have learned t o expect by 
n ow, the UFO's seen on this 

• 

• 

• 
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occasion were dif fe1 .. cnt in ap­
pcaran.ce and behavior from 
any of the preceding. V\111e·th­
er the odor, too, differed 
cannot be determined fro·m 
the info.rmation av a i 1ab1 e 
(Wasl1ing·ton Sta~·, f..Te1,.l's. and 
rI'imes-Herald of Sept. 22). In 
this case, it '\1\1a.s t11e odor tha.t 
firs t dre,.v attent ion to the ob­
jects. Shortly afte r r.oi dnight 
on Septemb~ r 22:o J\f 1·s. F . L. 
Hazelwood, living ne2r Cen­
treville, Vi rginia (20 miles 
from \1/ a. s 11 in g t o n , D.C.), 
~'smelled so·m etl1tng a. t,,~rf ul' ' in 
her back yar d. I-Ie1- h11sband 
also smelt it, and '"vondered if 
somet hing were b11rning near­
b.y. They . stepped out, and 
found the )' a1·d b1·ightly illu­
minated ''just like the early 
morning sun," according to 
their d aught e i· :PJarie by 
light from three o~- f ot1r bril­
liant, round objects in the sky 
overhead. They called the po-

• 

lice. Soon most of the 100 res-
idents of Centreville 'V\1ere 
calling the police, many in 
panic. Tl1ree policemen and a 
police sergeant r e s p o n de d, 
and all confirmed the p1·es­
en.ce, in the cloud)'.,. sk)r, of 
several brilliant v .. 7hite balls of 
fire which ''went in and ot1t 
of the clouds'' and ''played 
tag." One policeman spoke 
also of blue and red balls of 
fire; to the sttg gestion of 
searchlight reflections he re­
plied, ''No s iree ! They '"vere 
solid objects!'' ''\Veird in­
deed'' was tJ1e comment of an­
other witness. One of· the ob­
jects amused itself for some 

• • • 

time by de ... cending toward the 
police station, \vhere it would 
''get real b r j ght, make a cir­
cle, fade out, and climb back 
up again. . . It just kept that 
up." Tr1e b r ightness was com ... 
pared to ''a big auto head­
light it ligl1ted up the sky." 
The brilJiant objects contin­
ued their a erial ballet until 
4 a.m., vvhen they f inaJly d is­
a.ppeared in tl1e d i 1·ect ion of 
V/ashington, D. C. Radar 
ooe1·ator-s at \ "vashin rrton Na-.a. ~ 

tional Airport and Andrews 
Air F orce Base said the ob­
jects did not show up on 
their sc1·eens. Mrs. Hazel­
wood, a c c o r d i n g to her 
daugl1ter, \\i'as niade ill by the 
odor~ 

During tl1is sa111e August­
Septembe.r period, on the 
other side 0£ our planet, Miss 
Gertrude · James of M c l­
b our n e, Australia, saw ''a 
noiseless g·reen ball flying 
too fast to be a plane, and 
not fast enough to be a me­
teor,~ ' on the night of August 
30. Accordi11g to the next 
day's Reute1·s dispatch, she 
said ''it smelled like a rotten 
egg.,, No fu1·ther details are 
g i v e n, but this description 
identifies the smell as hydro­
gen sulphide. A curiously 
similar instance of o d o r 
from a green fire ball is men­
tioned on page 125 of Jimmy 
Gttieu's book, Les Soucoupes 
Volantes Viennent d'un Au-
tre 1.fonde (Editions FJ~uvc 
Noir, Paris, 1954). On Octo­
ber 13, 1953, at 7 :JO · p.m., a 
''flying· cigar'' was seen by 

, 
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hund1·eds of witnesses iti 
many places in Duex-Sevres 
(western France). I ·ts lt1min­
osit y lit up t11e ground like 
brigh t moonlight. It was not 
a fire ball in t h e ordinary 
sense, for it s course, accord­
ing to Guieu , v1as capr~iciou's: 
its yell-0wisl1, sparkl ing trail 
traced circles . in the sky. 
Over Thouars, v1he1·e it ap­
peared as a greenish fire ball 
witl1 a train, it exploded 
noiselessly; and after the 
explosion, according to wit­
nesses, ~'the air was impreg­
nated with a strong odor of 
ether." Probably no one 
could conf t1s-e hydrogen sul­
phide ~vi th etl1er; so these 
two green fire balls must have 
smelled different. But there 
is one other case in wh'ich 
hydrogen sulphide \Vas re­
ported: a unique occurrence, 
which furnished an authentic 
specimen of fragments from 
a fireball--t}tpe UFO. 

St1ortly after 9 p .. m. on Au­
gust 2.0., 1953: (:t1ot qttite a 
year after the l\flelbot1r·ne 
stinkball) , a r·es iden t of New 
1-Iaven, Con.r1ee·tict1t, sa\v a 
''st rea l( of light '' go . by her 
windov1. Almos·t imrr1ediately, 
s l1e h eard a }.Jud '~explosio11'' 
t hat s l100k the h ouse, a.nd 
cat1sed 11er house lights · to 
d.i1n morti~rl.t'.'lril}-. She and 
otl1e1~s ht\1~1:icd out~icle t o. in­
vestigate, ar1d sa\v smo~e cu1·l­
;ng from a 1·a~·~f!d foot-squ.are 
J:io le in a sign.b03rcl 200 f e·et -
away, made of 20-gauge . steel. 
Only one man, a motorist 
driv.ing pas·t, had seen wl1.at 
had s·n1ashed tl1r,ot1gh , it. He 

' 

had seen ''a red ball of f ir-e 
abottt 6 inches in diameter, 
trailing a tail," emerge from 
the signboa1-d. Passing about 
30 feet it1 front of his car, i=t 
.had torn through the top of a 
large tree, just missing tele­
phone wires . and disappeared 
at very high sp eed on a ris­
ing ·t,raj ec t·ory. 

There vrere no marks of 
beat on tl1e sig:n, but what­
ever crasl1ed througl1 had left 
metall·i<: deposi·ts on t4e jag­
ged s·teel edges of tb,e hole. 
These were colle·cted by sau­
cer investigator August Rob·­
erts, and vie.re found on anal­
ysis to consist of pure copper. 
It had also left behind it a 

• 

strong stenc.l1 of rotten eggs. 
(Source: Albert Bender·s 
now-defunct Space Review, 
Oc·t. 1953.) 

• 

The most recent example of 
a ''smell from the sky'' is 
once more in the ''sulphur­
ous'' gi·ot1p, like Adalia and 
Flatwoods, but it set a re· .. 
marltable pr,ecedent: for the 
first t'im·e a i1. employe.e ha·s 
·drawn dis.ability compensa·­
tion as a result of an enco1un­
ter vV"it h an unidentified fly­
ing obj·ec t . On l'-10,;ember 26, 
1956, a !\Tew Jersey Sta·te 
¥.I orkme:1~s Comoensation r·ef --,,_ 

eree a~va.rcled m edical con'l­
pensa ti :.>11. to a night \Vatch­
man who testified that an en­
counter Vt1ith a U FO had 
made 11im ill ai1d affected h is 
senses of smel l, tast e, and 
touch. The ref eree1 Leonard B. 
Willits, ducked the issue of 
wha·t .if anything, ha~ bee,n 

, 
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seen by the watchman 66-
year-old Harry J. Sturdevant, 
saying m e r e 1 y that ''he 
thougl1t he saw something, 
and i·t was his duty to inves­
tigate''; however, Sturdevant 
not only ''though,t'' he saw 
something but ''thought'~ it . 
caused him injuries, and the 
reality of these· injuries was 
apparently not d i s p u t e d. 
Sturdevan·t's story, as told to 
Trentonian r e p o r t e r Emil 
Slaboda, appeared in Fate, 
June, 1957. 

At 3 :45 a.m. on Oc·tober 2, 
1956, Mr. S·turdevant, on duty 
for the Herbert El~ins con­
struction fir111 of Trenton, 
N.J., was sta.nding by t.he De.1-
aware River, just opposite Ro­
tary Island. ''Suddenly i·t ap­
peared, first as a red li·ght 
in the sky above the Readin·g 
R.ailroad br1idge about a mile 
up the river. In a matter of 
~onds i1t shot down past me, 
only about 15 feet above the 
water, and 50 yards away. 
Then it shot upwards about 
500 feet and disappeared. It 
was 60 to 100 feet long and 
about 15 feet in d·iameter, 
shaped like a cigar .. It bad no 
wings and no £.ins I !heard no 
propulsion from i·t except a 
hissing soun·d like es.caping 
steam.'' (Compare th:i·s with 
wha·t was reported by Des­
V ergers and the Flatwoods 
witnesses.) ''It gave me the 
greatest shock of my l1if e. 
There was a smell like sul­
phur or brimstone. It was 
something I had never smelled 

, before. I ·don't know what it 
.. 

• was except 1t was very nau-
seating and it made me very 
sick. I los·t my sense of taste 
and smell; my throat would 
not s"v1allow properly.'' Stu.r .. 
devant told Slaboda that he 
had collapsed in pain after 
the object had disappeared, 
but had managed to c1-awl to 
h1s parked car. .,I stayed 
there for half an hour before 
I was co·mpetent to drive." 
Finally he was able to drive 
to a phone from which he 
called the police. Six weeks 
later, his sense of taste and 
touch wer·e still impai14 ed and 
he had been able t-0 \vork only 
a few days. 

Sla:boda was able to uncover 
two confirmatory o b s e .r v a­
tions one from a 5-year-old 
boy l·iving nea.rby wJ10 saw ''a 
big lighted ball with a tail,'' 
the 0th.er from T1·e11tonia11 
route manager Peter Borza, 
V\1ho was near Cadwalader 
Park, two blocks from the 
river, sl1ortly before 4 a.m. 
when he caugl1t sigl1t of a 
luminous object ''about the 
size of the moo.n'' high in the 
sky. His description differed 
only slig·htly from Stur1de­
vant's, th.e main discrepancy 
being t·hat Sturdevant de­
scribed it as glowing red, 
where·as i·t appea.r·ed whi:te 
when Borza saw it. 

It cannot be positively af .. 
firmed that the nauseating 
and poisonous gas given off 
by this UFO was sulph·ur di­
oxide (which would be ex­
pected to cause respiratory 
trouble), but we note that tho 
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witness does cotnpare i·t t·o 
''brimstone.'' 

By no,.v the reader may be 
wondering whethe-r saucer 
odors are inva.riably rept1lsive .. 
and toxic; don' t UFOs ever 
·smell pleasant? Well, l1ardly 
ever. We know of just two 
instar1ces. At 3 :45 p.n1. on 
Octol>·e·r 5, 1954-at the height 
of the spect acular European 
''landing '"'ave'' Qf that au­
tumn a lu1n ·inous UFO was 
seen a few miles from Beau­
mor1t (north of Paris). ,-This 
object app roached the 'Yit­
nesses, at the same time los­
ing its lum.inosity, .u11til it 
was within 150 yards of them. 
They declared that they tl1en 
felt a stra11.ge sensation and 
were ''as if nailed to the 
gro11nd." At the same mo­
mep.·t, they smelle,d, ''a strong 
odor of nitrobenz ene'' (wl1ich 
srnells like almonds). After a 
short time, tl1e object moved 
av1ay, and t11e smell and the 
feeling of paralysis ceased. 
(Paris Le Figaro ·and Charle­
ville L' Ardennais, 0-ct.. 7, 

1954.) This tale may possibly 
be exaggerated, or even fic­
titious, bt1t aside from the 
nitrobenzene, it res em b 1 es 
scor es of other, apparently 
authe11tic, incidents reported 
at tl1at time. And in Mar··c·h 

' 1955 a witness t'O an alleged 
sa11cer lar1ding near Cincinr11a­
ti, Ohio declared that as he 
d1·ove aw ay to fetch the sher­
iff , he noticed a strong smell 
of ''al1nonds and all alf a.'~ 

Why this small group of 
UFO witnesses h.ave reported 
marked odors, while num·er­
ous others just as close to 
an ''object'' as the first gr·oup, 
or even closer make no men-­
tion of any smell, is one of 
the cot1ntless puzzles of the 
UFO problem. It is a l~nown 
fact that tl-ie sense \of smell 
weakens when the individttal 
is excited or apprehensive, 
and perhaps this partly ac­
counts for t11e contradiction. 
I-:Io¥1ever, it may also be true 
that most UFOs actually do 
not diffuse any very strong 
odor into the surrounding air. 
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AS N . SCORTIA 

in addition to 
IVAN T . SANDERSON v1ri ting on CONTINENTS IN 

SPACE 
1\10RRIS K. JESSUP writing on FLYING S.l\ UCERS 
and CIVILIAN S~~UCER INTELLIGENCE's SHAPES IN 

THE SKY 
' I I 

' . ' 

. 

- in FANT1'1STIC UNIVERSE 

• 

• 




